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SpecificationS

Model: RISE RXS270
Manufacturer: RISE (explore-rise.com)
Distributor: Hobbico (hobbico.com)
Type: Racing quad
Size: 270mm
Weight: 16.2 oz.
Motors: Four brushless (included)
Battery: 3–4S 1300–2200mAh 30C
Speed controls: 4–20A (included)
Flight controller: CC3D (included)
Radio: 5- to 6-channel
Price: $249.99

We like

+ Easy to assemble

+ Solid flight 
performance

+ No soldering required

+ Easy programming to 
enhance performance

G
etting into the world of drone racing often requires 
building the quad from a kit and soldering all of 
the ESCs and motors to the flight controller. The 
new RISE RXS270 is attempting to change all of 

that with an almost-ready-to-fly racer. It is designed with 
lightweight carbon-fiber construction and made for the 
intermediate to expert pilot. 

RISE RXS270
A fast-flying racer the comes 90 percent 
assembled with no soldering required
By John Reid PhoToS By CheRyl VomaCka malby

hiGhliGhts
Out of the box, the RISE RXS270 is 
already assembled with the motors, 
speed controllers, and power-
distribution board all soldered up 
and ready to go. The pilot will have 
to provide a 5- to 6-channel radio 
with receiver, 3–4S 1300–2200mAh 
battery, and charger. If you want 
to make this a first-person-view 
(FPV) bird—and you do—you will also 
need an onboard camera and video 
transmitter. In addition, you will also 
want an FPV monitor or goggles to 
receive the video transmission. 
 The RISE RXS270 has enough 
room on it to offer different location 
spots for the flight controller 
(included) and the radio receiver. You 
can keep everything inside the body 
cage or place some items on top. If 
you keep everything inside the body 
(receiver, flight controller, battery), it 

will provide some protection if  
you happen to make a rough landing 
or two. But it will get crowded, 
especially when adding the camera 
and video transmitter. The other 
good thing is that it will keep the 
center of gravity low and offer a 
little better handling. I personally 
opted to place the flight controller 
on top to give me a little more room 
for everything inside the cage 
(which is the way they show it on 
the addendum). This allowed me to 
mount the receiver on the inside 
top so that I could easily route the 
antennae up into the folding antenna 
mounts for a clean installation. The 
flight controller is preprogrammed, 
but to fully appreciate the features 
of it, you will want to download the 
LibrePilot ground-control station 
app and take advantage of the many 
features available on the controller. 
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a e r i a l  r e c a p
The CC3D flight controller board is a stable and easy-to-fly controller for any 
quadcopter. Once in the air, you will find that it has good hovering abilities, but this 
quad is really meant to fly in forward flight for racing. This is where you will see just 
how stable this bird flies. The larger-size, 270mm frame extends the motors out a 
little farther and really helps make this a stable racer. I found it corners rather well and 
is easy to fly down the straights; that inherit stability gives you a sense of security 
and makes it easy to fly low to the ground while racing. 
 I can tell you, from personal experience, that it is worth taking the time to learn 
the LibrePilot program to make adjustments to the CC3D flight controller; it will 
be time well spent. Out of the box, the RISE RXS270 is a good-flying quad, but by 
taking a little time to adjust the flight controller board settings in the program, you 
end up having an excellent-flying bird. This large-size quad will be a bit slower than 
the smaller racers, but it makes up for it in control and stability when flying smaller, 
tighter courses where the speed advantage is diminished. 

The RISE RXS270 is an easy/fast assembly that requires no soldering and programming to get it in the air. 
This is the perfect quad for the new pilot looking to get into the addictive sport of drone racing.   KBottom line

Learning to FLy through the trees
When everyone starts flying FPV, the first thing that they 
want to do is fly in and around the trees, which I have to 
say is a lot of fun. But the downside to that is that trees 
are very hard, and they don’t get out of the way when your 
quad is heading right for them. In all my quad encounters 
with trees—and there have been many—I have to admit 
that the trees always win. So before you start doing that, 
you need to learn to control your bird (or be an expert 
repair guy). Start by learning how to fly low with control; 
make sure that your controls can maneuver the bird 
quickly low to the ground in the direction you need to go. 
Practice by flying around things that are not as solid as 
trees, like racing flags or gates. You can make a durable 
yet forgiving gate out of the pool noodles from your local 
pool-supply store. Invest in a good video transmitter and 
goggles so that you can easily see your surroundings as 
you move in and out of the trees. Even a brief bit of static 
or lost signal will cause some difficulties as you are flying 
through the trees. Finally, when you do decide to commit 
to flying through the trees, do it! Don’t change your mind 
at the last minute. The trees will know, and they can sense 
fear—and once they do, they will always be in your way.

The foldable antenna 
guides set the antennae  
at a nice angle for  
maximum reception. 

On his quad, the author mounted the flight  
controller to the top of the frame to allow for  
more room inside.

The 2206–2150Kv motors provide plenty of power 
and speed for this drone to really move out. Prop 
nuts are color coded so that they can only go on 
the correct motors.

In the air, the RISE 
is solid and easy to 
control while flying 
at speed. 


